Apocrine carcinoma of the lip: a case report including immunohistochemical and ultrastructural study, discussion of differential diagnosis, and review of the literature.
The light microscopic, immunohistochemical, and ultrastructural features of a case of apocrine carcinoma of the upper lip of a 54-year-old white man are described. The neoplasm had a cribriform intraductal component resembling apocrine carcinoma of the breast. The tumor had irregular borders and infiltrated skeletal muscle. The neoplastic cells had abundant eosinophilic granular cytoplasm and showed apical decapitation secretion characteristic of apocrine differentiation. The differential diagnosis is discussed with particular reference to distinction of the tumor from oncocytic carcinoma and ductal carcinoma of minor salivary gland.